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1 Danny Soong, SEN# 192045
LAW OFFICE OF DANNY SOONG
100 N. Barranca St., Snite 700
West Covina, CA. 91791
(626) 858-2068

Attorney for Plaintiff JUSTIN SHEETS
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3

4
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7

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

CENTRAL JUDICIAL DISTRICT

9

10

11I

JUSTIN SHEETS, )  CASE NO.:12

)
Plaintiff, )13 COMPLAINT FOR STRICT

PRODUCTS LIABFLTY, NEGLIGENT
PRODUCTS LIABILTY, AND
FAILURE TO WAIUS

)
SHENZHEN MXJO TECHNOLOGY
COMPANY. LTD., and DOES 1 to 100,
Li elusive,

)14

)
)15

I

)
Defendant(s).)16

17

j 18
COMES NOW t[ie Plaintiff, JUSTIN SHEETS, aud alleges the following Causes of Action

against Defendant, SHENZHEN MXJO TECHNOLOGY COMPANY, LTD., as follows:

Plaintiff JUSTIN SHEETS is a natural person, and his place of residence is 2020

E. Route 66, Glendora, California, 91740.

Defendant SHENZHEN MX.TO TECHNOLOGY COMPANY, ITD, is, and at all

times relevant herein was, a business entity, form unknown, and its principal place of businass

is Dlock A> Guangxingyiiah Internet Creative Pai'k, Xingye Roatl, Bao'an Distriet, Shenzhen,

Guangdong, China.

1.

2.
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The ti'ue names and capacities ofDefencituits shown herein as Does 1 llnnugli 100.

whellier their capacity be individual, corporate or otherwi.se, are unknown to Plaintiff whc

3.1

2

therefore sues said Defendants by sucJi fictitious names and she will amend this Complaint to

include their true names when ascertained. Plaintiff i informed and believes and thereon alleges

3

4

tliat Defendants ai'e responsihlc contractually and otherwise or in some manner fordre occiuTences

IS

5

herein alleged, find that PlaintiiTs damages as herein alleged were proximately caused by

Defendants’ actions.

6

7

4.
Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon alleges that at all times herein

mentioned, (he Defendants, and each of them, were the agents and/or employees of each of the

other Defendants, and, in doing the things herein mentioned, were acting within llie course and

scope of their authority as such agents and/or employees and witli the permission and

their aulliority as such.

consent ol

9

10

11(

I

12

13

GENERAL ALf LEGATIONS & FACI UAL BACKGROUND14

15

1C Plaintiff puj;chased an electronic cigarette and its related pails. Defendants are tlie

manufacturers of the electronic cigarette and related paits. On Januaiy 12, 2017, Plaintiff

visiting a friend’s home. Plaintiff had an e-cigarette battery in his right front podeet. Suddenly,

the hatteiy exploded, and Plaintiff’s riglit leg was engulfed in flames. Plaintiff, in extreme pain,

fmntically hied to remove the burning batteiy with his right hand, eventually getting it out of his

pants. The flames were eventually extinguislied with tire help of his friends, and they took him

immediately to a local emergency room, where he was told they did not have the means to properly

treat the seriousness of his injuries, and recommended he go unmediately to USC Hospital bum

center in Los Angeles. I-Hs fiiends drove Plaintiff to USC, all die while in extreme pain from his

injuries. Plaintiff was treated for second and third degree bums on his right leg and right hand.

5.
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Plaintift remained in the hospital for six days for treatments, with regular out-patienf heatments

foi the next few montlis. Plaintiffs leg and hhnd are functional, but permanently scarred.

Electionic cigarettes, or e-cigarettes^ as they ai'e more commonly Icuowii, claim to

provide a tohacco-fi-ee alternative to the traditional cigarette. E-cigai'ettes offer doses of nicotine

with a vaporized solution, providing a physical sensation similai' to tobacco smoke, supposedly

without the harinflil ctfects of actual tobacco or smoke. E~cigarettes also offer non-nicotine

flavors, coming in enticing varieties such as gummy bears, vanilla and blueben*y pancake. Using

e-cigarettes is Imown as “vaping,” and users are icnown as ‘Vapers.” In addition to tlie e-cigaiettes

used by Plaintiff, Defendants manufacture, design, and sell a vai'iety of other e-cigarette products

sold across California,

6.

1

2

3

4
I

I

6

7

8
i
f

9

10

All e-cigareltes work basically the same way. They consist of tliree parts: a tank or

cartridge, a battery, which works to heat the liquid nicotine or other chemicals (often called

“jiuces” or “e-Iiquids”) conhiined in the tank or cartridge, and an atomizei-, which converts the

contents of the liquid-filled cartridge to vapor that tlie user then inliales. Some batteries

rechargeable, some are disposable, The batteries me cylinder lithium-ion batteries, Some e-

cigarettes are closed systems, in which pre-filleci carhldges ai'e used, 'fhere are open systems

where a user can manually refill a cartridge. E-cigarettes come in pen form (modeled after

traditional cigarette) and mods—devices, lier mechanical or electrical, tlmt are heavier and cany a

much higher capacity tor juice and vapor. Tliei-e aie many different types of mods, some of which

require the use of coils—coils that require installation before or after purchase.

While e-dgarettes were firat patented in 2003, they entered the market solely in

China in 2004 and did not first appear in the United States of America (“United States”) until 2007,

Since their introduction into the United States, sales have risen dramatically, from approximately

$20 million in 2008 to $2.5 billion in 2014. Some media sources report that industty experts

predict that the e-cigarette indushy will became an $85 billion industiy within a decade and surpass

7.
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the tobacco industry. (See Clmhe, Toni, Reports ofe-cigarette injuryjump amid rising popularity,

United States data show, Reuters.com, April 17,2014.)

1

2

E-cigarettes cmxy mass appeal to consumers, as they eire heavily advertised and

offer a cheaper alternative to smoking, Thei'c CLUTently hundreds of bi-ands of e-cigarettes on

3

4

the market, and since e-cigai'ette marketing is completely unfettered and uraegiilated, e-cigareite

products reach minoi-s and people who would never .smoke a tmditional oigarette, but who

arc

are

5

6

fieveitheless intiigued by e-cigarettes. The vmiety of flavors offered, including root beer float,

bubble gum, and cotton candy, fuifher tm*get find spark the intrigue of minors. (California

Department of Public Health, California Tobacco Conhol Progi-mn, State. Health Officers Repon

on E-cigarettes: A Community Health Threat, Sacramento, CA 2015, at 3.) Finally, e-cigarettc

advertisements are um-estricted, appearing on television and radio, where tobacco advertisements

have been banned lor more than 40 years. (California Depai-tment of Public Healtli, California

Tobacco Control Program, State Health Officer's Report on E-cigarettes: A Community Health

Threat, Sacramento, CA 2015, at 7.) E-cigarettes simply have the ability to reach a broadei

consumer base tiran traditional cigarettes.

7

8
f

9

10

11
I
I

12

13

14

15

E-cigarettes differ ffom traditional cigarettes in a ciitical way: the e-cigarette is

battery-operated and uses a heating element to produce vapor, mid the traditional cigarette has

electronic component. While both products may produce a .sitrdlai- physical sensation, e-cigarettes

pose an ridditional danger—the battery-powered heating element can cause, and has caused,

explosions, fires, and serious injury.

Litliium-ion batteries, commonly used in all types of c-cigarettes, have an iohereni

lisle of fire and explosion. Combining lithium-ion batteiies with a heating element, as done in e-

oigarettes, poses serious dangei’s and risks. According to a medical case report, a man in New

Jeraey had an e-cigai-ette explode in his pocket, ignite his pants on fire, and cause him severe burns.

The case report fuxtlier liighlighted tlie inlierent danger of lithium-ion batteries and pointed to

10.
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researcli that recogoizod tliat “the poor design, nse of low-qiiality materials, manufacturing flaws

and defects, and impraper use and handling can all contribute to a condition known as “thermal

nmaway, whei'eby the internal battery temperature ciui increase to tire point of causing a battciy

1

2

3

fire or explosion ” {Id, citing Brown CM, Cheng JM. Electronic Cigarettes: Product
4

i

Characterization and Design Considerations, Tobacco Conbol, 2014.) The medical

noterl that as the industry gi'ows, ‘'the potential for serious burn injuries related to device

malfunction is of concern.

case report

(Spontaneous Electronic Cigarette Explosion: A Case Report

5

6

,

American Journal of Medical Case Reports, 2015, Vol. 3, No. 4,93-94,94.)

7

8

12, There has been much debate over the supposed “safety” of e-cigai*ettes. Many tool

e-cigai’cttes as die safer alternative to traditional cigai'ettes because e-cigaj*ottes (1) do not contai

tobaccx); (2) do not create smoke for a pei'son to iiiliale; and (3) do not pose as high of a risk lui

second-hand smoke inhalation. This supposed “safer-” alternative to traditional cigarettes is still

under debate because e-juice contains nicotine-

n

-a neurotoxin wliich is extremely addictive—and

9

10

11

12
\

other chemicals which may have long-tenn effect,s that are still unknown since e-cdgarettes

technology is relatively new. Additionally, the vapor tliat users iiilmie have been found to contain

13

14

t
15

toxic chemicals such as formaldehyde, lead, nickel, and acetaldehyde, all of which

California’s Proposition 65 list of chemicals kno-wn to cause cancer and birth defects. (Califomi

Department of Public Health, California Tobacco Contml Program, State Health Officer's Repon

on E-cigarettes: A Community Health Direai, Saci*amento, CA 2015, at 3.) Finally, when

vapers inhale second-hand vapor, they also report increased coughing mid wheezing.

The e-cigarette hidusuy carries mass apped to manutaclurers, disli'ibutors, and

sellers because the cost of production is low and the return on profits is high. Manufacturers,

distributors, and sellers also profit fi*om these products because of the lack of regulatory oversight

at the Federal, stale, and local level. (See Tobacco Control Legal Consortium, Regulating

Electronic Cigarettes and Similar De\nces, Uixlated August 2015, California Department of Public

are on

E
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Healtli, Califoi'Jiia Tobacco Control Program, State Health Officer's Report on U-cigarettes: /.

Community Health Threat, Sacramento, CA 2015.) Histoncally, maiiiifacturers, distributors, one

1

2

sellers have not been req^uired to spend any money on testijig oi’ to othei*wise ensure the safety o;

the products. This unregulated environment creates an induatiy tliat is full of lucrative business

3

4

Opportunities. And injured consumm.

China continues to be a major source of e-cigarettes. It was estimated diat mow

than 300 million e-cigarettes would be sliipped flum China to the United States and Europe in

2015. (Barboza, David, China's E-cigarette BoomlMch Oversightfor Safety, New York Times,

Deo. 13, 2014.) Most United States dishibutors choose to import e-cigarettes from China because

of the low cost and non-existent quality control.

Only a few Federal regulations have been proposed regulating the rrse of e-

cigarettes. Still, none of these regulations deal with die safety of the actual device itself. Currently,

e-cigarettes are not subject to any manufacturing or quality control standards at the Federal, state,

or local level. Many of these products ai'e shipped from China and placed directly into the stre^in:

of commerce without any knowledge as to the composition, design, or safety of the products.

E-cigarettes ai'e more dangerous tlian other products that contain lithium batteries

because tbe e-cigarette is most often a cylindrical device, ’llius, when the device malfunctions oi

fails, the battery can be propelled like a bullet or a rocket. (United States Fire Adminishation,

Electronic Cigarette Fires and Explosions, October 2014, at 5.) lliere are different metliods to

protect against these batteries, but because of a lack of regulation, tlic protections are left up to the

e-cigarette manufactwers (Id. at 6.)

E-cigarettes have caused fires and explosions wliich have injured many consumers,

Federul, state, and local efforts have been primarily aimed at protecting public health vis

regulations on the sale and use of e-cigarettes, but unfortunately, not on the safety hazards posed

by tlie products themselves.

14.
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18.
There is mounting evidence tliat tlio explosions and fiies caused by e-cigarettes

increasing In occurrence. Tlie United States Department of Transportation (“DOT”) issued

baiming e-oigtirettes from checked baggage on airplanes because they have been known to catch

■fire. The DOT has also banned e-cigarette use during flights.

Tire explosion of Plaintiff’s e-cigarette product is not a novel occurrence;

from Florida suffered internal and external burns from an e-cigarette explosion, and was forced

into a medically induced coma to recover. Responding firefighters indicated that the explosion

was likely caused by fire lithium battery. A Soutliem California woman was set on fire after an e-

cigarette exploded while she was a passenger in a car. An Atlanta wonian^s couch and rug caught

on fire after an e-cigai‘otte exploded, almost burning down her house.

Complaints of injuiy caused by e-cigarettes continue to rise as the devices become

more popular. These products continue to be placed into the stream of commerce despite being

untested and unsafe. E-cigai-ettes will continue to cause tliese types of injuries unless and until

those placing them into the stream of commerce are held accountable. Even industiy proponents,

such as the Eleefronic Cigarette Indusfry Group, acknowledge that no universal method of testing

e-cigarettes has been adopted.

are

a ink

19. a man

20.

1
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17 FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

STRICT PRODUCTS IJABILITY18

I
{Agnin.st all Defendants}19

20
Plaintiff refers to, and iticoiporates by reference, the allegations of paragraphs 1

through 20 of tliis complaint, as though fully set forjh herein.

At all times mentioned hca'cin, Defendants were engaged in tlie business of

manufacturing, fabricating, designing, assembling, disfributing, selling, inspecting, wan-tmting,

leasing, renting, j-etmling, wholesaling, and advertising the e-dgai-otteprodncts Plaintiff purchased

and used.

21.

22.
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23.
On Januaiy 12,2017, as Plaiiitiffliad on his person one of Defendants' products, e-

cigarette battery model nnmber MXJO 18650 3000mAh Rechai-geable Battery, in a reasonably

foreseeable manner. Sxxddenly, flxe e-cigai'ette battery exploded in Plaintiffs pocket, cansing

severe and painflil biuns to Plaintiffs right leg and right hand.

Defendants knew that consnmers would use tire above-referenced product

Plaintiff did on January 12,2017,

DefendantLS manufactured, designed, assembled, packaged, tested, fabricated,

inspected, mruiceted, distributed, aird sold the e-cigarette products, and each of their

24
as

25.

componeni

1

2

3

4

5

6
I

7I

8

parts with defects in both design and manufacturing which made them dangerous, hazar'dous, and

unsafe for their intended and reasonably foreseeable use.

9

10

I

The design and manufacturing defects in the e-cigarette products included: unsafe

design, which I'esulted in excessive overheating of the products, causing them to explode and catch

fire in the com'se of their intended use.

The e-cigarette products contained a design and/or manufacturing effect when the

e-cigarette products were introduced into the stream of commerce by Defendants.

The e-cigarette products were defective and unsafe for their intended use. Due tc

the design and/or manufactuiing defects, the e-cigarette products failed to perfomi as safely

ordinary consumer would expect when used in an intended or reasona;bly foreseeable manner.

Fui'thermore, the risk of danger in die design of Defendants e-cigarette products

outweighed any benefits of the design and safer alternatives were available at the time ol

manufacture. Therefore, the i:)efcadants’ e-cigarettes presented a substantial and unreasonable

risk of serious injuries to users of said e-cigarette products or thn.se in the vicinity of use.

The defects in the design and manufacture of Defeiidaiils' e-dgarette products and

thdr component parts were a substantial factor in causing Plaintiffs severe miuries and damages

as herein alleged.

26.

27.

28.

as an

29.

30.
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31.1
Defendants had actual or consU-uctivo knowledge of the risks inliej'ent in their e-

dgarette products at the time of their sale to Plaintiff; and that die products could cause explosions

or fire.

2

3

32.
The inlierent risks and dangers in using Defendants e-cigarettc p]-odiicts i

intended or reasonably foi*eseeable way presented  a substantial danger to Plaintiff.

An ordinary consumer, such as Plaintiff, would not have recognized tlie potential

risks and dangers inherent in Defendants e-cigaxette products.

Defendants failed to warn of the dangers in the reasonably foreseeable use of dreii

e-cigarette products. Nowhere do tlie products or packaging W£an of tlie risk of explosion. There

wei-e simply no warnings about the ha.zards inlierent in the e-cigarette products.

m aij

33.

34.

4

5>

6

7

8
i
I

i 9

10

35.
Defendants failure to warn of the risks and to provide instructions on their products

safe use was a substantial factor in
causing Plaintiffs severe injuries anrl damages as herein

11

12

alleged,13

36
As a result of tlie defective e-cigmette products, and Defendants failure to

Plaintiff sustained severe personal injiuies and damages, as alleged herein:

Plaintiff has suffered, contimies to suffer, and will continue to suffer great physical,

mental, and emotional pain, in sums according to proof at trial; and

Plaintiffhas incurred lost wages in an amount according to proof at tiial.

Defendants’ conduct described herein was despicable conduct cairied out with

willful and conscious disregard of the risk of injury to Plaintiff. Defendants failed to implement

safer alternative^ or conduct any testing or safety pi'ccautions on devices that have an inherent risk

of explosion. Defendants knew of the risk that e-cigai'ctte components could explode and

knowingly failed to talce steps to design and manufactui'o a safer product, or wai'n consumers ol

such laiown risks. Defendants placed profit

Designs because of decisions to cut corners and costs.

warn,

a.

b.

37.
f

a

safety and knowingly decided to forego saferover
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38.
The afomnentioned conduct by Defendants subjected Plaintiff to cruel and unjus1

hardship in conscious di.sregm-d of Iiis rights, and/or was an intentional misrepresentation, deceit

or cojiceahnent of matorial facts know:i to Defendants, with tlie intention to deprive Plaintiff

property, legal rights, or to otherwise cause injuiy. Said conduct constitutes malice, oppression,

01 fraud undei' California CivU Code §394, tliereby entitling Plaintiff to punitive damages against

Defendants in an atnoimt appropriate to punish or set an example.

Defendants conduct, described herein was undertaken by its officers or managina

agents, wo wero i-esponsible for the design, mannfactm-e, maidceting, wholesaling, retailing

distiibutiiig, packaging, and warnings regarding use of their e-cigarette products,

aforementioned conduct of said managing agents and individuals was therefore undertaken on

behalf of Defendants. Said Defendants furtlrer had advance knowledge of the actions and conduct

of these mdividuals whose aotins and conduct were ratified, authorized, and approved by managing

agents.

o:

39.

The

1

2

3

AI

5

6

I
7

!
8

9

10

11

12

13

Plaintiff reserves the right to seek leave of court to amend this Complaint to allege

punitive damages against unknown defendants in the event specific facts that may be learned

during discovery would justify such amendment.

40.lA

15

16

17

I
SECOND CAUSE OK ACTION18

NEGLIGENT PRODUCTS LIABILITY

{Against all Defendants}

Plaintiff refers to, and incorporattsj by reference, the allegations of paragraphs 1

through 40 of this Complaint, as though flilly set forth herein.

Defendants negligently, recklessly, and cEirelessly raanufactiued, fabricated,

designed, assembled, distributed, sold, inspected, warranted, and advertised their e-cigarette

41.

42.

L9I
I

20

21

22

23

24
I

25

10
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products such Uiat they wore daagerous and imsitfe for their intended and/or reasonably foreseeable
1

2 use.

43. Defendants owed a duty to Plaintiff to exercise reasonable care in the design,

maiiufaclxTie, and sale of tlreir e-cigarette products, 1:o ensure their e-oigarette products were safe

for their reasonably foreseeable use.

3

4

5

44. Defi^idants failed to exercise tire ainoniit of care in tlie design, manufacture, anc

sale of their e>-cigarette products that a reasonably careful mamifactmer, designer, seller

6

7
,

wholesaler, or distributor would have used in similar circumstances to avoid exposing other.s to a

foreseeable risk of harm.9

45. Defendants knew or reasonably should have known tliat their e-cigaretle products

were dangerous when used in a reasonably foreseeable manner.

Defendants know or reasonably should have known tliat usei’s of their e-cigarette

products would not realize the danger of explosion and/or lire.

Defendants failed to adequately warn of the dangem of explosion and/or fire, oi

instruct on the safe use of their e-cigorette products.

A reasonable manufactiE’cr, designer, seller, wholesaler, or distributor in sirailai

circumstauces would have warned of tire danger, or mstructecl on the safe use of their product.

Defendants failure to wai'ii or instruct was a substantial flictor in causing Plaintiffs

46.

47.

48.

49.

10

11

12I

13

14

15

16

17

18

harm.19

As a proximate result of said negligent couduct, Plaintiff suffered injuries

previously alleged. Defendants negligence was a substantial factor in causing the explosion, fire,

and serious injuries to Plainti.rf as previously alleged.

Plaintiff incorporates by reference the damage allegations of paragiuph 36 alleged

against Defendant.? as though fully set forth herein.

/  / /

50. Ofi

51.

20

21

22

23

24
I

25
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1 THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION

2 FAILURE TO WARN

3
(Against all Defendants)

Plaintiff refers to, and incorporates by reference, die allegations of paragraphs 1

through 51 of tliis Complaint, as though fully set forth herein.

Defendant is in the business of mamrfacturing, dishihuting, and marketing e-

cigaiuttes, and shipping tliein world-wide.

A major component of e-cigarettes is Lithium-ion batteries. These paiticulai

batteries are prone to sudden, unexpected combustion or explosion, even when used in an intended

or reasonably foreseeable way.

Defendant either knew or should have laiowu of the propensity of die Lithium-ioi]

batteries they manutactured and sold as part of thrir e-cigarette products to combust or explode,

thereby posing a substantial danger to consumers,

lire dangers of Lithium-ion batteries ai'e such that ordinary consumers would nol

have recognized tlie potential risks. The products contained no warning of these risks.

Defendant failed to adequately warn consumers of the potential risks in die ordinarj

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

A

5

6

7

8

I

9

10i

IL

I
I 12

13

14

15

16

t

usage of their products.17

As a result of tire lack of instmctions and warnings on their products. Plaintiff

suffered severe bodily injuries.

Plaintiff incorporates by i-cfercnce the damage allegations of paragraph 36 alleged

against Defendiints as tliough fully set forth herein,

58.

59.

1
18

!.
I 19I

r

20

i 21

22 i

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Defendants and each of tliem23 as

follows:24

/ / /25
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1
FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

For general damages according to proof;

For special damages according to proof;

For property damage according to proof;

Punitive damages^ in an amoimt to be dotemiined at trial;

Forprejudgment interest on the said sum to the date ofjudgment hei'cin;

For an awai-d of attorney’s fees and costs of suit;

For any such fuifhcr relief that Fie Court may deem just and proper.

t.2

2.3

3.4

4.5

5.6

6.7

7.8

9

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION

For general damages accoixhngto proof;

For special damages according to proof;

For property damage accordmg to proof,

For prejudgmeiit interast on the said siun to the date of judgment heroin;

For an award of attorney’s fees and costs of suit;

For any such fia-thcr relief tliat the Couit may deem just and proper.

10!

1.11

2.12

3.13

4.I 14

!
5.15I

6.16I

t

I
I

17

I

THlltD CAUSE OP ACTIONI 18
1

1. For general damages according to proof;

For special damages according to proof;

For property damage according to proof;

For prejudgment interest on the said sum to the date of judgment herein;

For an award of attorney’s fees and costs of suit;

For any such iurtlier relief that the Court may deem just and proper.

19

2.20

t
3.21

I

4,22

5.23

»
I

6.24

25
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1 Dated: LAW OFFICES OF DANNY SOONG

2

BAmy c.m
Attorney for Plaintiff JUSTIN SHEETS

By:3

4

5

6

I

7

8

9
I

I 10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

10

19t

20

i 21

22I

23

24

25

14

COMPLAINT FOR STRICT PRODUCTS LIABILITY, BT AL



Eloctfun[celly WI.5P bvr SuMEinrrmirt nallWrJ-., rr,im^y r.11 ̂

LAW OFFICE OF DANNY SOONG
100 N. Barrnuoa Ave.» Suite 700
WestCovina,CA 91791

■R._Cgtsr. Enecutiva OfAcer/ClerH of Court. bvN. AIVBrez.D9putyCl6ftl»01Q
PORCOUnniSP.ONLY

[62(3^858-2068
touSTIN SmETS

TELEPHONE NO,

ATTORNEY FOR (Name);

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA. COUNTY OF LOS ANGM^
3TREP.TADC»^eSS: U 1 N. Hill St.
MAILING ADDRESS: 111 N. Hill St.

CITY AND ZIP CODE; Los Aiigoles. CA 90012
oRANCHNAKf CENTRAL JUDICIAL DIS'I'RICT

FAX NO.: (626) 858-1922

CASE NAME; ~ '

_STIEBTS V. SHENZHEN MXJO TECHNOLOGY COMPANY, LTD
CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET ^

IV I Unllmitod C
(Amount
domanded
excoeds $25,000)

Complex Case Designation
] Counter

Limited
(Amount
demanded Is
$25,000 or loss)

Joinder
Filed with fi ist appearanoo by defenda

CASE NUMBER:

JUDGE:
nt

 (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 3.402)
 Itoms i-6 bel(M must be completed (sea inslru(Mlons on page 2).

1. Chock one box below for the case type that best describee this case:
Contract
I—-I Broach of conlract/warranly (06)

DEP

Auto Tort Provisional
^ Auto (22)

 I

r;

ly Complex Civil UHgatlon
Cal. Rules of Court, rules 3.400-3.403)

Anlltrusl/Trade regulation (03)
Cor^slruotton defect (10)

ZD Mass tort (40)
I Seouritles litigation (28)

Z3 Envfronm8ntal/Toxictort(30)
^ Insurance coverage dalms arising from the

above listed provialoraily complex case
types (41)

Enforcement of Judgment
i, i Enforcement of judgment (20)
Mlscollanaous Civil Complaint

RICO (27)

Other complaint (not spect^act abovo) (42)
IVIIacellanoous Civil Petition

L. .1 Partnershlpandcorporate9ovemance(21)
I  I Other petiUon Cm)/speeded above) (43)

n

Uninsured motorist (46)
Other PI/PD/WD (Personal Injury/Proporty
Damage/Wrong^Ul Death) Tort

I Asbestos (04)
3 Product. Ilabaity (24)
-  I Medical malpractice (45)
ZZ Other PI/PD/WD (23)
Non*PI/PD/WD (Other) Tort

=| Business lorf/unfair busirress praclico (07)
_ZI Civil rights (08)
ZZ Dafamatron(13)

 I Fraud (16)
Z' 1 Intellectual property(19)
Z_ [ Profes-slortal negligence (2C)

 I O&ioi- non-PI/PD/WD tort (36)
iraployment
ZZ Wrongful larmlnallon (36)

  Rule 3.740 collections (00)
I  I Other collections (09)
I-—^ Insurance coverage (18)
ZZI Other conlruct (37)
Real Property
I  I Eminent donialn/lnverso

condemnation (14)
I  I Wrortgful eviction (33)
I  I Other real property (26)
Unlawfitl Detainer
i_ I Commerael (31)

1  1 Residential (32)
IZZ Drugs (38)
Judicial Review□ Asset forfeiture (05)□ Petition re; arbitration award (11)
I...Z1 Writ of mandate (02)

I
{
i

I

other omploymert (15) Other judicial I'eview (39)(
This case I—I is IVJ IsZot complex under rule 3.400 of thoGatifornia Rules of Court. If the case Is complex, mark Iho
factors requiring exceptional judicial management:
a. IZZi Large number of separately represented parties d. ^Z Large number of witnesses

2.

Coordination wifin related actions pending in one or more courts
in other counties, states, or countries, or in a faderal court

f. [ZZ Substantial postj'udgment judicial supervlsloh

b. [ I nonmonetary; declaratory or injunctive relief

e.

0. [~71 punitive

b. Extensive mollon prrictlce raising clirticult or novel
Issues tlial will be time-consuming to resolve
Substantial amount of documentary ovidencoc,

Remedies sought (check all that apply): a.IVn monetary
Number of causes of action (specify): 2
This case ZJ is not a class action suit.

3.
4.
5.

If (here are any known related cases, file and serve u notice of related case. (You may use form CM-016.)
Date: December 27,2018

DANNYSOONG

IS

6.

(SIQNATUR^QVr'EOR PRINT NAME) PARTY OR ATTORNEY FOR I^ARTY)
NOTICE

● Plaintiff must file this cover sheet with the first paper filed in the acUon or proceeding (except small claims cases or cases filed
under the Probate Code, Family Code, or Welfare and Institutions Code). (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 3,220.} Failure to file may resultIn sanctions.

■ File this cover sheet In addition to any cover sheet required by local court rule.
* If this case is complex under rule 3.400 et seq. of the California Rules of Court, you must serve  a copy of this covor sheet on all

otlier parties to the action or proceeding.
● Unless this (b a collections caso under rule 3.740 or a complex case, this cover sheet will be used for statistical purposes only.

    - 1  - ■ —    Pn(|o1or2
Form Adoplofl Jor Wandalory Use

Jtidldal Council of Callfomle
OMOIO [Rov.Julyl.20a7]

CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET Cal. Rules of GouiLfuIuft 2.30,3JJ2fl. 3,400-3,403,3.740;
Cal. StancMe of Jucflclal Adiiiiiilslr(tik>ii,$(d.3.10

■  *ww,eourt6»fo.K).oov



INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO COMPLETE THE COVER SHEET
Papers. If you are filing a first paper (For examplo, a complaint) In a civil case, you must
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plalnllfPs designation, a counter-designation that the case Is not complex, or, If the plaintiff has made no designation, a designation that
the case is complex.
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Auto Tort
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Damage/WrcngfiJl Death
Uninsured Motorist (46) [If the

case Involves an ur)lnsured
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Other PI/PD/WD (Personal Injury/
Properly Damaga/Wrongful Death)

Contract
Breach ofConlract/VVarraiily(08)
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or wrongful eviction)
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Negligent Breach of Contract/
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Provisionally Complex Civil Litigation (Cal.
Rules of Court Rules 3.400-3.403)
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Construction Defect (10)
Claims Involving Mass Tort (40)
Securities Litigation (28)
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Insurance Coverage Claims
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case type Ustod rixovo) (41)

Enforcement of Judgment
Enforcement of Judgment (20)

Abstract of JudpTient (Out of
County)

Confession of Judgment (non-
domestlc relations)

Sister State Judgment
Administrative Agency Award
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Pelitlon/Certiflcallon of Entry of

Judgment on Unpaid Taxes
Other Enforcement of Judgment

Case

I

I

Tort
Asbestos (04)

Asbestos Property Damage
Asbestos Personal Injury/

Wrongful Doath
Product Liability (not asbestos or

toxlc/enviravnentel) (24)
Medical Malpractice (45)

Medical Malpractice-
Physicians & Surgeons

Ofoer Professional Health Care
Malpractice

Other PI/PD/WD (23)
Premises Liability (e g., dip

and tell)
Intentional Bodliy Injury/PD/WD

(e.g., assault, vandalism)
Intentlonsi Infliction of

Emotional Distress
Negligent Infliction of

EmoUonal Distress
Other PI/PD/WD

Non-PI/PD/WD (Other) Tort
Business Tort/Unfair Business

Practice (07)
Civil Rights (e.g., cllscrimination,

false arrest) (not civil
harBssmont) (08)

Defamadon (e,g., Zander, libel)

[

I

I
Otlier Contract (37)

Contractual Fraud
Other Contract Dispute

Real Property
Eminent Domaln/tnverse-

Condemnation (14)
Wrongful Eviction (33)
Other Real Property (e.g,, quiet Htie) (26)

Y/rIt of Possession of Real Property
Mortgage Foreclosure
Quiet T tie
Ollier Real Pioperty (not eminent
domalth landloid/tenanl, or
foreclosure)

Unlawful Detainer
Commercial (31)
ResidonHai (32)
Drugs (38) (If the caso Involves Illegal

drugs, check this Item; otherwise,
rsporf as Commercial or Residential)

Miscellanoor.is Civil Complaint
RICO (27)
Other Complaint (not specified

above) (42)
Dederatory Rolfof Only
Injunctive Relief Only (non-

harassment)
Mechanics Uon
Other Commerdal Complaint

Case (non-torf/non-complex)
Other Civil Complaint

(non-tort/noihcomploi^
MIscellansoits Civil Petition

Partnership and Corporate
Governance (21)

Ofrier Pallllon (nolspedftod
above) (43)
Civil Harassment
Workplace Violence
Elder/DepQjyjont Adult

Abuse
Eloction Contest
Polltior for Name Change
Petition for Relief From Late

Claim
Otiior Civil Polition

I

I
I
I

I
t

i

(13) Judicial Review
Asset Forfeiture (05)
Petition Re: Arbitration Award (11)
Writ of Mandate (02)

VVrit-AdminlslratlVB Mandamus
Writ-Mandamus on Limited Court

Case Matter
Wrlt-Ottier Limited Coifft Case

Ro'4ew
Ofhor Judicial Review (39)

Roviow of Health Offloer Order
Notice of Appeal-Labor

Commissioner Appeals

Fraud (16)
Intellectual Property(19)
Professional NegligCTice(26)

Legal Malpractice
Other Professional Malpractico

(not medical or legal)
Other Non-PI/PD/WD Tort (35)

Employment
Wrongful Tei'mination (36)
Other Employment (16)
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SHEETS V, SHENZHEN MXJO TECI-INOI.OGY COMPANY LTD.
CASE NUMBER

CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET ADDENDUM AND
STATEMENT OF LOCATION

(CERTIFICATE OF GROUNDS FOR ASSIGNMENT TO COURTHOUSE LOCATION)

This form Is required purauartt to Local Rule 2.3 in all new civil case filings in the Los Angeles Superior Court.

Step 1: After completing the Civil Case Cover Sheet (Judicial Council form CM-010),find the exact
Column A that corresponds to the case type indicated in the Civil Case Cover Sheet.

Step 2: In Column B, check the box forthe type of action that best describes the nature of the case

case type in

.

Step 3: In Column C, circle the number which explains the reason forthe court filing location you have
chosen.

Applicable Reasons for Choosing Court Filing Location (Column C)

1. Class actions must be filed In Ihe Stanley Mosk Courlhouse. Ceniral Dlslrlct.

2. Permisalva filing In central district.

3. Location witere cause of aoiior> arose.

4. Mandatory porsonal injury filing In North District.

5. Location where petformancs required or defendant resides.

6. Location of properly or permanently garaged venicle

7. Location where petilloner resides,

8. 1 .ocatlon wherein defendant/responclerit functions wholly.

9. Location where one or more of the partlea reside.

10. Location of Labor Commissioner Oflice.

11. Mandatory filing location (Hub Cases-unlavirful detainer, limited
non-colIcctlon, limited collection, or personal injury),

i
I

i
I

I
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●S S3 O< >- Uninsured Motorist (46) O A7110 Personal Injury/T^rDportyDamage/Wrongful Death-Uninsured  Motorist 1.4, 11

□ A6070 Asbestos Property Damage

□ A7221 Asbestos - Personal Iiijury/Wrongfijl Death

1.11
Asbestos (04)
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fl)j n. H-
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Product Liability (24) 0 A7260 Product Liability (not asbestos or loxlc/environmental) 1.4,11
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I

Cl A7210 Medlca! Malpractice-Physicians & Surgeorrs

□ A7240 Other Professional Health Care MalpracHce
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1.4,11f £ Medical Malpractice (45)(

1 8
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(]> o>
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O A7260 Premises Llabilily (e.g., slip and fall)

P A7230 Intenllonai Bodily Injuryff^ropertyDamageANrongful Death {e,g„
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□ A7270 intentional Infliction of EmoUana)Dlstre.s.s

□ A7220 Other Personal Injuryff’roperly Damage/Wrongful Death

1,4.11
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1,4,11

1.4.11

Other Personal
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SHORTrniH: CASE NUMBER
SHEETS V. SHENZHEN WXJO TECHNOLOGY COMPANY, LTD.

1:r . s-
ii

■f 4.●T.. C

iSjca^Xu:
v-'-'ih●:'i' ;(K;VI ’tJ-> VS^vUifA iia '■Ji.

Business Tort (07) D A6029 Other Commerclal/BuslnessTort (not froucl/breaoh of oontracl) 1.2,3

g.»- Civil Rights (08) □ A0OOO Civil Rlghts/Dlsorlrrlnatlon 1,2,3
Q
a. Defamatiori (13) □ A0010 Defamation (slander/Dbel) 1,2,3■5:. C!

ft Freud (16) □ A6013 Fraud (tx> contract) 1,2,319 Pc £
□ A6D17 Legal MalpiacUoe

□ A0O5O OtherProf03slDralMalpracOc©{notmedicalorlegal)

■s 1,2.3

1.2.3
Profess ional Negllgenco (26)□l

c
o ro
Z O

Other (35) P A6025 Other Non-Personal Ir^Liry/Property Damage tort 1.2.3

Wrongful Termination (30) □ A6037 Wrongful TerminationI 1,2.3c
0)

I E
1 □ A6024 Other Employment Complaint Case

a A6109 Labor Commissioner Appeals
1,2,3Otlier Employm en t (16}a.

§ 10

O A6004 Breach of Rontal/Lease Contract (not unlawful detainer or wrongful
eviction)

P A6008 Contract/WatTanlyBreacli-SellorPlalntlff(rK)fraud/'negltgence)

P A6019 NegligenlBreach of ContractWarranty{nofraud)

□ A6028 Other Breach of ContractAVarranty (nol fraud or negligence)

2.6t
I

Breat;|] of Contract/ WarrantyI
2.5(06)

(not fn&uranoe) 1.2.5

1.2,5
I

ts □ A60D2 Collections Casa-SailefRaintlff

P A6012 OtlierProinissorvNole/ColJeclionsCase

□ A6034 Collections Caae-Purciiased Debt (Chaiged Off Consumer Debt
Purchased on cr after January 1, 20141

6, 8, 11s
E Collactio ns (OB)

6, 11I o
o

5, 6.11

Insurance Coverage (18) O A6015 lnsuranceCoverage(notcoinplex) 1, 2, 6, 8I

□ A60Q9 Contractual Fraud

□ A6031 Tortious Interference

□ A6027 Other Contract Dfepute(rKil breach/insurance/fraud/negl^nce)

1,2, 3,5

1,2, 3,6

1,2, 3,8,9

I

Other Contract (37)

Emlnont Domaln/Invorse
Condemnation (14)

I
□ A7300 Eminent Domaln/CorKtemnallon Number of parcels. 2,6

(U Wrongful Eviction (33) □ A6023 Wrongful Eviction Case 2.6D.
O
a.

P A6018 Morigage Foi'edosure
O A6032 Quiet Title

□ ABOQO Ottier Real Property (not eminent domain, lundlord/ienanl, foreclosure)

19 2,8toI oc other Real Properly (26) 2,6i
2,6

Unlawful Detainer-Commercial
P A6021 Unlawful Detainer-Commercial (notdrugs orwrongful evloUon) 0, 11(31)a>

c:s
d>

Unlawful Detainei-Rosldenllal
P A6020 Unlawful Detalner-Reskienllal (no! drugs or wrongful eviction) 6,11(32)a

Unlawful Detalner-
Post-Foreefosure f34) P A8020FUnlawful Detalner-Post-Foredosura 2. C,11

E
UiTlawful Detainer-Drugs (38) □ A6022 Unlawftjl Detainer-Drugs 2,6.11
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SJ^ORT TITLE:
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AjlOi
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>
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□ A6153 Wrtt-OltierLImItedCourtCaaeRevlQW

ae. 2,013
Writ of Mandate (02)u 2XI=>

2

Ottiar Judicial Review (39) □ A6160 Other Wfll/Judlclal Review 2,8

Anlllnjst/Trade Reguialion (03) □ A6003 Antitrust/Trade Regulation 1,2, Bgya
CorsUucHon Dafeot (10) □ A6007 Construction DefectO) 1,2,3S'

Claims Involving Mass Tori □ A6006 Claims Involving Mass Tort 1,2.8(40)a.
Eo

Socurllias Litigation (28)I □ A6035 Securities l-ltlgatlon Caseo 1,2,8I

ToxIcToit
Environmental (30)

c □ A6036 ToxIoTort/EnvironmenlelI 1.2,3, Qo

$ Insurance Coverage Claims
ft'om Complex Case (41) □ AB014 lnsurarv)eCovaege/Si4)ro9aUon(complexcaseonly) 1,2.6,8Q.

□ A6141 SIsterState JLidgmont

□ A61B0 Abstract of Judgment

□ A01O7 Confession of Judgment (non-domestic relations)

□ A6140 AdrninistrativeAgency Award (not unpaid tfcixos)

□ A6114 PetUloiVCerlifirjateforEnfjy of Judgment on Unpaid Tax

□ A6112 Other Enforcement of Judgment Case

2, 5.11

2. 6I II
<D —

H! ■§£ ^
lU o

I Enforcement
of Judgment (20)

2.9

2.8

2,8

2, 8,&

RICO (27) □ A6033 Racsketeering (RICO) Case 1,2.8«A
V>
=f .£o 3 □ A6030 Dedaratoiy Relief Only

D A6040 injunolivoRBliefOnly{notdomestlc/harasstT)ent)

LI A6011 Other Commerda! Complaint Case (non-tort/non-complex)

□ Aewoo Other Civfl Complaint (nom-tort/txMi-complex)

1.2,8
5 E

2,8Other ComplQinlB
(Mot Specilied Above) (42)

■5 Ro L)to ss
S D

1,2.8

1.2.8

Partneretilp Corporation
Gcvemance(21) □ A6113 Partnership and Corporate Governance Case 2.8

□ A6121 CMI Harassment

□ A6123 Workplace Hbrasament

O A6124 Eider/Depondent Adult Abuse Case
□ A6190 Election Contest

□ A6110 PotitionforChangoofNamo/Change ofGender
□ A617Q Petition for Relief from Late dayn Lav;

□ A6100 Othor Civil Petition

2.3,9

2, 3,9

2,3.9
o

c
Other Petitions (Not

Specified Above) (43)
●m n-

tss 2
S

2.7

2.3.8

2.9

CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET ADDENDUM
AND STATEMENT OF LOCATION

LAC[V1O9(R0V2/16)
!● LASC Approved 03-04

Local Rule 2.3
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SHORT TraE:
CASS NUMBER

SHEETS V. SHENZHEN MXJO TECHNOLOGY COMPANY, LTD

Step 4; Statementof Reason and Address: Check the appropriate boxes forthenumbersshown under Column Cfor the
type of action that you have selected. Enter the address which is the basis for the filing location. Including zip code.
(No address required for class action cases),

ADDRESS:
REASON;

2020 E. Route 66□ 1.n2.D3.D4.05.D6.D7. 0 8. □ 9.D1O.011.

(
crrY; STATE ZIP COOK;

Glendora CA 91740

Step 5: Certification of Assignment: I certify that this case is properlyfiled in the
Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles [Code Civ. Proc., §392 et seq., and Local Rule 2.3(a)(l)(E)l.

Stanley Mosk District of

[

i
Dated: December 27,2018t

(SIGNATURE OF A' lEY/flUNGPAl

PLEASE HAVE THE FOLLOWJNG ITEMS COMPLETED AND READY TO BE FILED IN ORDER TO PROPERLY
COMMENCE YOUR NEW COURT CASE:

Original Complaint or Petition.

If filing a Compiaini, a completed Summons form for issuanco by the Clerk.

Civil Case Cover Sheet, Judicial Council form CM-OIO.

CNO Case Cover Sheet Addendum and Statement of Location Form. LACIV 109, LASC Approved 03-04 (Rev.

Payment in full of the filing fee, unless there Is court orderfor waiver, partial or scheduled payments.

A signed orderappolnting the Guardian ad Litem, Judicial Council form ClV-010, if the plaintiff or petitioner is a
minor under 18 years of age will be required by Court in order to issue a summons.

Additional copies of documents to be conformed by tho Clerk. Copies of the cover sheet and this addendum
must be served along with the summons and complaint,or other initiating pleading In the

1.

2.

3,

4.

5.

6.

7.
case.

t

i

I
i

CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET ADDENDUM
AND STATEMENT OF LOCATION

LACIV 109 (Rqv 2/16)

LASC Approved 03-04
Local Rule 2.3
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Reserved for Cledc's rie StampSUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
COURTHOUSE ADDRESS;

Spring Street Courthouse

312 North Spring Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012

FILED
Si^orinr Court d GaJitomia
QninLyof

01/02/2019
NOTICE OF CASE ASSIGNMENT Sliwti IR. txucxif.vo Oifcpur} Quiffad C(iu<'

Nancy AJvar02.tiy:UNLIMITED CIVIL CASE

CASE NUMBER.

Your case is assigned for ail piii-poses to the judicial officer indicated below. 19STCV00020

THIS FORM IS TO BE SERVKD WITH THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT

ASSIGNED JUDGE DEPT ROOM ASSIGNED JUDGE DEPT ROOM

Georgina T. Rizk 2

Sherri R, Carter, Executive Officer/ Clerk of Court

By Nancy Alvarez j Deputy Clerk

Given to tlie PlaintifT/Cross-Compkinant/Atloniey of Record

01/03/2019on
(E>ate)

UNLIMITED CIVIL CASENOTICE OF CASE ASSIGNMENTLACIV190 (Rev 6/18)
LASC Approved 05/06



Instructions for handling unlimited civil cases

The following critical provisions of the California Rules of Court, Title 3, Division 7, as applicable in the Superior Court, are summarized
for your assistance.

APPLICATION

The Division 7 Rules were effective January I, 2007. They apply to all general civil cases.

PRIORI ! Y OVER OTHER RULES

The Division 7 Rules shall have priority over all other Local Rules to the extent the others are inconsistent.

CIIALLENGH: TO ASSIGNED JUDGE

A challenge under Code of Civil Procedure Section 170.6 must be made witliin 15 days after notice of assignment for all purposes
to a Judge, or if a patty has not yet appeared, within 15 days of the first appearance.

TIME STANDARDS

Cases assigned to the Independent Calendaring Courts will be subject to processing under the following time standards:

COMPLAINTS

All complaints shall be served within 60 days of filing and proof of service shall be filed within 90 days.

CROSS-COMPLAINTS

Without leave of court first being obtained, no cross-complaint may be filed by any party after their answer is filed. Cross
complaints shall be served within 30 days of the filing date and a proof of service filed within 60 days of the filing date.

STATUS CONFERENCE

A status conference will be scheduled by tlie assigned Independent Calendar Judge no later than 270 days after the filing of the
complaint. Counsel must be fully prepared to discuss the following issues: alternative dispute resolution, bifurcation, settlement,
trial date, and expert witnesses.

FINAL STATUS CONFERENCE

The Court will require die parties to attend a final status conference not more than 10 days before the scheduled trial date. All
parties shall have motions in limine, bifurcation motions, statements of major evidentiary issues, dispositive motions, requested

form jury instructions, special Jury instructions, and special jury verdicts timely filed and served prior to the conference. These
matters may be heard and resolved at this conference. At least five days before this conference, counsel must also have exchtinged
lists of exhibits and witnesses, and have submitted to the court a brief statement of the case to be read to the jury panel as required

by Chapter Three of the Los Angeles Superior Court Rules.

SANCTIONS

The court will Impose appropriate sanctions for the failure or refusal to comply with Chapter Three Rules, orders made by the
Court, and time standards or deadlines established by the Court or by the Chapter Three Rules. Such sanctions may be on a party,

or if appropriate, on counsel for a party.

Tills Is not a complete delineation of the Division 7 or Chapter Three Rules, and adherence only to the above provisions is
therefore not a guarantee against the imposition of sanctions under Trial Court Delay Reduction. Careful reading and

compliance with the actual Chapter Rules is imperative.

Class Actions

Pursuant to Local Rule 2.3, all class actions shall be filed at the Stanley Mosk Courthouse and are randomly assigned to a complex

judge at the designated complex courthouse. If the case is found not to be a class action it will be returned to an Independent

Calendar Courti'oom for all purposes.

*Provisionallv Complex Cases

Cases filed as provisionally complex are initially assigned to the Supervising Judge of complex litigation for determination of
complex status. If the case is deemed to be complex within the meaning of California Rules of Court 3.400 et seq., it will be
randomly assigned to a complex Judge at the designated complex courthouse. If the case is found not to be complex, it will be
returned to an Independent Calendar Courtroom fbr all purposes.

I
i

NOTICE OF CASE ASSIGNMENT - UNLIMITED CIVIL CASELACIV190 (Rev 6/18)
LASC Approved 05/06



1 2018-SJ.006-OC

FILED
Superior Court of California

Courriy of Los Angolos

2

3

APR 16 20184
Sherri f!

^SleplianlB Chung

5 Qy.

6

7

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - CENTRAL DISTRICT

8

9

10

In re Personal Injury Cases Assigned
To the Personal Injury Courts
(Departments 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7 of the Spring
Street Courthouse)

FIRST AMENDED STANDING ORDER -
RE: FINAL STATUS CONFERENCE,
PERSONAL INJURY (“PI") COURTS
(Effective as of April 16,2018)

11

12

13

14

The dates for Trial and Final Status Conference (“FSC") having been set in this matter, the

Court HEREBY AMENDS AND SUPERSEDES ITS JANUARY 2, 2018 STANDING

ORDER-RE; FINAL STATUS CONFERENCE, PERSONAL INJURY (“PI") COURTS

AND, GENERALLY, ORDERS AS FOLLOWS IN THIS AND ALL OTHER GENERAL

JURISDICTION PERSONAL INJURY ACTIONS:

15

I
16

17

18

19

20

1. PURPOSE OF THE FSC

The purpose of the FSC is to verify that the parties/counsel are completely ready to

proceed with trial continuously and efficiently, from day to day, until verdict. The PI Courts

will verify at the FSC that all parties/counsel have (1) prepared the Exhibit binders and Trial

Document binders and (2) met and conferred in an effort to stipulate to ultimate facts, legal

Issues, motions In limine, and the authentication and admissibility of exhibits.

21

22

23

24

25

26

///27

///28
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2. TRIAL DOCUMENTS TO BE FILED

At least five calendar days prior to the Final Status Conference, the parties/counsel

shall serve and file (in Room 102 of the Stanley Mosk Courthouse or by e-Delivery) the

following Trial Readiness Documents:

A. TRIAL BRIEFS (OPTIONAL)

Each party/counsel may file, but is not required to file, a trial brief succinctly

1

2

3

4

5

6

identi^lng:7

(1) the claims and defenses subject to litigation;

(2) the major legal issues (with supporting points and authorities);

(3) the relief claimed and calculation of damages sought; and

(4) any other information that may assist the court at trial,

B. MOTIONS IN LIMINE

Before filing motions in limine, the parties/counsel shall comply with the

statutory notice provisions of Code of Civil Procedure ("C.C.P.") Section 1005 and the

requirements of Los Angeles County Court Rule ("Local Rule”) 3.57(a). The caption of each

motion in limine shall concisely identity the evidence that the moving party seeks to

preclude. Parties filing more than one motion In limine shall number them consecutively.

Parties filing opposition and reply papers shall Identify the corresponding motion number in

the caption of their papers.

6

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

C. JOINT STATEMENT TO BE READ TO THE JURY

For jury trials, the parties/counsel shall work together to prepare and file a joint

written statement of the case for the court to read to the jury. Local Rule 3.25(g)(4).

D. JOINT WITNESS LIST

The parties/counsel shall work together to prepare and file a joint list of all

witnesses in alphabetical order by last name that each party intends to call (excluding

impeachment and rebuttal witnesses). Local Rule 3.25(g)(5). The joint witness list shall

identify each witness by name, specify which witnesses are experts, and estimate the length

of the direct, cross examination and re-direct examination (if any) of each witness. The

Page 2 of 6

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
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parties/counsel shall Identify all potential witness scheduling issues and special

requirements. Any party/counsel who seeks to elicit testimony from a witness not identified

on the witness list must first make a showing of good cause to the triai court.

LIST OF PROPOSED JURY INSTRUCTIONS

(JOINT AND CONTESTED)

The parties/counsel shall jointly prepare and file a list of proposed jury

instructions, organized In numerical order, specifying the instructions upon which all sides

agree and the contested instructions, if any. The List of Proposed Jury Instructions must

include a space by each instruction for the judge to indicate whether the Instruction was

given.

E.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

B

9

10

F. JURY INSTRUCTIONS

(JOINT AND CONTESTED)

The parties/counsel shall prepare a complete set of full-text proposed jury

instructions, editing all proposed California Civil Jury Instructions (“CACI") and insert party

name(s) and eliminate blanks and irrelevant material. The parties/counsel shall prepare

special Instructions in a format ready for submission to the jury with the instruction number,

title, and text only (l.e., there should be no boxes or other Indication on the printed

instruction itself as to the requesting party).

G. JOINT VERDICT FORM(S)

The parties/counsel shall prepare and jointly file a proposed general verdict

form or special verdict form (with interrogatories) acceptable to ali sides. Local Rule

3.25(g)(8). If the parties/counsei cannot agree on a joint verdict form, each party must

separately file a proposed verdict form.

H. JOINT EXHIBIT LIST

The parties/counsel shall prepare and file a joint exhibit list organized with

columns identifying each exhibit and specifying each part/s evidentiary objections, if any, to

admission of each exhibit. The parties/counsei shall meet and confer in an effort to resolve

objections to the admissibility of each exhibit.

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

26

Page 3 of 5

FIRST AMENDED ORDER RE FINAL STATUS CONFERENCE. PERSONAL INJURY COURTS (Effective April 16. 2018)



t. PAGE AND UNE DESIGNATION FOR

DEPOSITION AND FORMER TESTIMONY

If the parties/counsel intend to use deposition testimony or former trial

testimony in lieu of any witness's live testimony, the parties/counsel shall meet and confer

and jointly prepare and file a chart with columns for each of the following: 1) the line and

page designations of the deposition or former testimony requested for use, 2) objections,

3) counter-designations, 4) any responses thereto, and 5) the Court’s ruiing.

3. EVIDENTIARY EXHIBITS

The parties/counsel shall jointly prepare {and be ready to temporarily lodge for

inspection at the FSC) three sets of tabbed, internally paginated by document, and properly-

marked exhibits, organized numerically in three-ring binders (a set for the Court, the Judicial

Assistant and the witnesses). The parties/counsei shall mark all non-documentary exhibits

and insert a simple written description of the exhibit behind the corresponding numerical tab

in the exhibit binder If the parties have a joint signed exhibit list and electronic copies of

their respective exhibits, then the parties/counsel wilt not be required to produce exhibit

binders at the FSC, However, the exhibit binders may be required by the assigned trial

judge when the trial commences. In the absence of either a joint signed exhibit list or

electronic copies, exhibit binders will be required by all parties/counsel at the FSC.

4. TRIAL BINDERS REQUIRED IN THE PI COURTS

The partles/counsel shall jointly prepare (and be ready to temporarily lodge and

include the following for inspection at the FSC) the Trial Documents consisting of conformed

copies, tabbed and organized into three-ring binders with a table of contents that includes

the following;

Tab A

TabB

TabC

TabD

Trial Briefs (Optional)

Motions in Limine

Joint Statement to Be Read to the Jury

Joint Witness List

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

g

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

IB

IB

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

///28

Page 4 of 6

FIRST AMENDED ORDER RE FINAL STATUS CONFERENCE. PERSONAL INJURY COURTS (EffecUve April 16, 2018)



Tab E: Joint List of Jury Instructions (identifying the agreed upon and1

contested instructions)2

TabF Joint and Contested Jury Instructions

Joint and/or Contested Verdict Form{s)

Joint Exhibit List

Joint Chart of Page and Line Designation(s) for Deposition and Former

3

TabG

TabH

Tab):

Testimony

Tab J:

4

5

6

7

Copies of the Current Operative Pleadings (including the operative

complaint, answer, cross-complaint, if any, and answer to any crass-complaint).

The parties/counsel shall organize motions In limine (tabbed in numerical order)

B

9

10

behind Tab B with the opposition papers and reply papers for each motion placed directly

behind the moving papers. The parties shall organize proposed jury instructions behind

Tab F, with the agreed upon instructions first in order followed by the contested instructions

(including special instructions) submitted by each side,

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH FSC OBLIGATIONS5.

11

12

13

14

15

The court has discretion to require any party/counse) who fails or refuses to comply

with this Amended Standing Order to show cause why the Court should not impose

monetary, evidentiary and/or issue sanctions (including the entry of a default or the striking

of an answer).

16

17

18

IS

20

21

22

Debre K. Weintraub
Supervising Judge, Civil
Los Angeles Superior Court

23

24

25

26

27

26
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2018-SJ-007-00

1

FILED
Superior Court c I Calffomla
Counly of Los Angeles

2

3

APR 16 !018SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA4

Sherri R

^^phflnlo Cfiu)^^

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES5
By.

6

IN RE PERSONAL INJURY

COURT (“PI COURT”) PROCEDURES,
CENTRAL DISTRICT

(EFFECTIVE APRIL 16, 2018)

) CASE NO.;7
)
) STANDING ORDER RE: PERSONAL
) INJURY PROCEDURES, CENTRAL
) DISTRICT

a

9

)10

11

12

DEPARTMENT; 213 3  4 5 7

14 FINAL STATUS CONFERENCE (“FSC”I:

15
● DATE: AT 10:00 A.M.

16

TRIAL;
17

●  DATE: AT 8:30 A.M.18

19 OSC RE DISMISSAL (CODE CIV. PROC-. 8 583.210):

20
● DATE: AT 8:30 A.M.

21

TO EACH PARTY AND TO THE ATTORNEY OF RECORD FOR EACH PARTY:

Pursuant to the California Code of Civil Procedure (“C.C.P.”), the California Rules

of Court (“C.R.C.”) and the Los Angeles County Court Rules (“Local Rules”), the Los

Angeles Superior Court (“LASC” or “Court”) HEREBY AMENDS AND SUPERSEDES

THE AUGUST 10,2017 SEVENTH AMENDED GENERAL ORDER AND, GENERALLY,

ORDERS AS FOLLOWS IN THIS AND ALL OTHER GENERAL JURISDICTION

PERSONAL INJURY ACTIONS FILED IN THE CENTRAL DISTRICT.

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
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1. To ensure proper assignment to a PI Court, PIaintiff(s) must carefully fill out the Civil

Case Cover Sheet Addendum (form LACIV 109). The Court defines “personal injury

an unlimited civil case described on the Civil Case Cover Sheet Addendum and

Statement of Locution (LACIV 109) as Motor Vehicle-Personal Injury/Property

Damage/Wrongftil Death; Personal Injury/Property Damage/Wrongful  Death-

Uninsured Motorist; Product Liability (other than asbestos or

toxic/environmental); Medical Malpractice-Physicians & Surgeons; Other

Professional Health Care Malpractice; Premises Liability; Intentional Bodily

Injury/Property Damage/Wrongful Death; or Other Personal Injury/Property

Damage/Wrongful Death. An action for intentional infliction of emotional

distress, defamation, civil rights/discrimination, or malpractice (other than

medical malpractice), is not included in this definition. An action for injury to

real property is not included in this definition.” (Local Rule 2.3(a)(1)(A).)

Consistent with Local Rule 2.3(a)(1)(A), the Court will assign a case to the PI Courts if

plaintifT(s) check any of the following boxes in the Civil Case Cover Sheet Addendum:

A7100 Motor Vehicle ●- Personal Injury/Propeity Damage/Wrongful Death

A7II0 Personal Injury/Property DamageAVrongful Death - Uninsured

Motorist

A7260 Product Liability (not asbestos or toxic/environmental)

A7210 Medical Malpractice - Physicians & Surgeons

A7240 Medical Malpractice - Other Professional Health Care Malpractice

A7250 Premises Liability (e.g., slip and fall)

A7230 Intentional Bodily Injury/Property Damage/Wrongful Death (e.g.,

assault, vandalism etc.)

A7220 Other Personal Injury/Property Damage/Wrongful Death

The Court will not assign cases to the PI Courts if plaintiff[s) check any boxes elsewhere

in the Civil Case Cover Sheet Addendum (any boxes on pages two and three of that forni).

u as:
It

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14
1

15\
I

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27
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The Court sets the above dates in this action in the PI Court circled above (Department

2, 3,4,5, or 7) at the Spring Street Courthouse, 312 North Spring Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012.

(CR*C. Rules 3.714(b)(3), 3.729.)

FILING OF DOCUMENTS

Parties may file documents in person at the filing window on the first floor of the Stanley

Mosk Courthouse (111 N. Hill Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012) or by U.S. Mail or e-Delivery,

which is available online at lacourt.org (link on homepage). Please note that filings are no

longer accepted via facsimile and must be filed either in person, via U.S. mail or via e-Delivery.

Claims involving an attorney-client fee dispute, documents in which the filing party is a minor,

legally incompetent person, or person for whom a conservator has been appointed, requests to

waive court fees (FW-OOl) and requests for accommodations by persons with disabilities (MC-

410), may not be filed via e-Delivery.

SERVICE OF SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT

Plaintiff(s) shall serve the summons and complaint in this action upon defendant(s) as

soon as possible but no later than three years from the date when the complaint is filed.

(C.C.P. § 583.210, subd.(a).) On the OSC re Dismissal date noted above, the PI Court will

dismiss the action and/or all unserved parties unless the plaintiff(s) show cause why the action

or the unserved parties should not be dismissed. (C.C.P. §§ 583.250; 581, subd. (b)(4).)

The Court sets the above trial and FSC dates on condition that plaintiff(s) effectuate

service on defendant(s) of the summons and complaint within six months of filing the complaint.

The PI Court will dismiss the case without prejudice pursuant to C.C.P. § 581 when no

party appears for trial.

STIPULATIONS TO CONTINUE TRIAL

Provided that all parties agree (and there is no violation of the “five-year rule,” C.C.P.

§ 583.310), the parties may advance or continue any trial date in the PI Courts without showing

good cause or articulating any reason or justification for the change. To continue or advance a

trial date, the parties (or their counsel of record) should jointly execute and submit (at the filing

window on the first floor of the Stanley Mosk Courthouse, via U.S. mail or via e-Delivery; fee

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

6

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
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required) a Stipulation to Continue Trial, FSC and Related Motion/Discovery Dates (form

LACIV CTRL-242, available on the court’s website, Personal Injury Court link). The PI Courts

schedule FSCs for 10:00 a.m., eight (8) court days before the trial date. Parties seeking to

continue the trial and FSC dates shall file the Stipulation at least eiglit court days before the FSC

date. Parties seeking to advance the trial and FSC dates shall file the Stipulation at least eight

court days before the proposed advanced FSC date. (C.C.P. § 595.2; Govt. Code § 70617, subd.

(c)(2).) In selecting a new trial date, parties should avoid setting on any Monday, or the Tuesday

following a court holiday. Parties may submit a maximum of two stipulations to continue trial,

for a total continuance of six months. Subsequent requests to continue trial will be granted upon

a showing of good cause by noticed motion. This rule is retroactive so that any previously

granted stipulation to continue trial will count toward die maximum number of allowed

continuances.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

NO CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCES13

7. The PI Courts do not conduct Case Management Conferences. The parties need not file

a Case Management Statement.

14

15

LAW AND MOTION16

Any documents with declarations and/or exhibits must be tabbed. (C.R.C. Rule

3.1110(f).) All depositions excetpts referenced in briefs must be marked on the transcripts

attached as exhibits. (C.R.C. Rule 3.1116(c).)

CHAMBERS COPIES REQUIRED

In addition to filing original motion papers at the filing window on the first floor of the

Stanley Mosk Courtliouse, via U.S. mail or via e-Delivery, the parties must deliver, directly to

the PI Court courtrooms at the Spring Street Courthouse, an extra copy (marked “Chambers

Copy”) of reply briefs and all other motion papers filed less than seven (7) court days before a

hearing calendared in the PI Courts, The PI Courts also strongly encourage the parties filing and

opposing lengthy motions, such as motions for summary judgment/adjudication, to submit one

or more three-ring binders organizing the chambers copy behind tabs.

8.

9.

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27
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RESERVATION HEARING DATE

Parties are directed to resei*ve hearing dates for motions in Uie PI Courts using the Court

Reservation System (CRS) available online at -mmJacoiirt.orff (link on homepage). After

reserving a motion hearing date, the reservation requestor must submit the papers for filing with

the reservation receipt (CRS) number printed on the face page of the document under the caption

and attach the reservation receipt as the last page. Parties or counsel who are unable to utilize

the online CRS may reserve a motion hearing date by calling the PI Court courtroom, Monday

through Friday, between 3;00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.

WITHDRAWAL OF MOTIONS

California Rules of Court, Rule 3.1304(b) requires a moving party to notify the court

immediately if a matter will not be heard on the scheduled date. In keeping with that rule, the PI

Courts urge parties who amend pleadings in response to demurrers to file amended pleadings

before tlie date when opposition to the demurrer is due so that the PI Courts do not needlessly

prepare tentative rulings on demurrers.

DISCOVERY MOTIONS

The purpose of an Informal Discoveiy Conference (“IDC”) is to assist the parties to

resolve and/or narrow the scope of discovery disputes. Lead trial counsel on each side, or another

attorney with full authority to make binding agreements, must attend in person. The PI judges

have found that, in nearly every case, the parties amicably resolve disputes with the assistance

of the Court.
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Parties must participate in an IDC before a Motion to Compel Further Responses to

Discovery will be heard unless the moving party submits evidence, by way of declaration, that

the opposing party has failed or refused to participate in an IDC. Scheduling or participating in

an IDC does not automatically extend any deadlines imposed by the Code of Civil Procedure for

noticing and filing discovery motions. Ideally, the parties should participate in an IDC before a

motion is filed because the IDC may avoid the necessity of a motion or reduce its scope. Because

of that possibility, attorneys are encouraged to stipulate to extend the 45 (or 60) day deadline for

filing a motion to compel further discovery responses in order to allow time to participate in an
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IDC.1

If parties do not stipulate to extend the deadlines, the moving party may file the motion

to avoid it being deemed untimely. However, the IDC must take place before the motion is

heard so it is suggested that the moving party reserve a date for the motion hearing that is at least

60 days after the date when the IDC reservation is made. Motions to Compel Further Discovery

Responses are heard at 10:00 a.m. If the IDC is not productive, the moving party may advance

the hearing on a Motion to Compel Further Discovery Responses on any available hearing date

that complies with the notice requirements of the Code of Civil Procedure.

Parties are directed to reserve IDC dates in the PI Courts using CRS available online at

www.lacourt.org (link on homepage). Parties are to meet and confer regarding the available

dates in CRS prior to accessing the system. After reserving the IDC date, the reservation

requestor must file in the appropriate department and serve an Informal Discovery Conference

Form for Personal Injury Courts, from LACIV 239 (revised 12/14 or later), at least 15 court days

prior to the conference and attach the CRS reservation receipt as the last page. The opposing

party may file and serve a responsive IDC form, briefly setting forth that party’s response, at

least 10 court days prior to the IDC.

Time permitting, the PJ Hub judges may be available to participate in IDCs to try to

resolve other types of discovery disputes.

EX PARTE APPLICATIONS

Under the California Rules of Court, courts may only grant ex parte relief upon a

showing, by admissible evidence, that the moving party will suffer “irreparable harm,

immediate danger,” or where the moving party identifies “a statutory basis for granting relief

ex parte.” (C.R.C. Rule 3.1202(c).) The PI Courts have no capacity to hear multiple ex parte

applications or to shorten time to add hearings to their fully booked motion calendars. The PI

Courts do not regard the Court’s unavailability for timely motion hearings as an “immediate

danger” or tlireat of “irreparable harm” justif3nng ex parte relief. Instead of seeking ex parte

relief, the moving party should reserve the earliest available motion hearing date (even if it is

after the scheduled trial date) and should file a motion to continue trial. Parties should also check
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the Court Reservation System from time to time because earlier hearing dates may become

available as cases settle or hearings are taken off calendar.

REQUEST FORTltANSFERTO INDEPENDENT CALENDAR DEPARTMENT

Parties seeking to transfer a case from a PI Court to an Independent Calendar (“I/C”)

Court shall file (at the filing window on the first floor of the Stanley Mosk Courthouse, via U.S.

mail or via e-Delivery) and serve the Court’s “Motion to Transfer Complicated Personal Injury

Case to Independent Calendar Court” (form LACIV 238, available on the Court’s website under

the PI Courts link). The PI Courts will transfer  a matter to an I/C Court if the case is not a

Personal Injury” case as defined in this Order, or if it is “complicated.” In determining whether

a personal injury case is “complicated” the PI Courts will consider, among other things, the

number of pretrial hearings or the complexity of issues presented.

Parties opposing a motion to transfer have five court days to file (at the filing window

on tlie first floor of the Stanley Mosk Courthouse, via U.S. mail or via e-Delivery) an Opposition

(using the same LACIV 238 Motion to Transfer form).

The PI Courts will not conduct a hearing on any Motion to Transfer to I/C Court.

Although the parties may stipulate to transfer a case to an Independent Calendar Department, the

PI Courts will make an independent determination whether to transfer the case or not

FINAL STATUS CONFERENCE

Paifies shall comply with the requirements of the PI Courts’ “First Amended Standing

Order Re Final Status Conference,” which shall be served with the summons and complaint.

JURY FEES
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Parties must pay jury fees no later than 365 calendar days after the filing of the initial

complaint. (C. C. P. § 631, subds. (b) and (c).)

JURY TRIALS

The PI Courts do not conduct jury trials. On the trial date, a PI Court will contact the

Master Calendar Court, Department One, in the Stanley Mosk Courthouse, Department One

will assign cases out for trial to dedicated Civil Trial Courtrooms and designated Criminal

Courtrooms.
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SANCTIONS1

23. The Court has discretion to impose sanctions for any violation of this general order.

(C.C.P. §§ 128.7, 187 and Gov. Code, § 68608, subd. (b).)

2

3

4

5

Oral'SDated:6

Debre K. Weinlraub

Supervising Judge of Civil Courts
Los Angeles Superior Court
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Superior Court of California

County of Los Angeles

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION (ADR)
INFORMATION PACKET

The person who files a civil lawsuit (plaintiff) must include the ADR information

Packet with the complaint when serving the defendant Cross-complainants must

serve the ADR Information Packet on any new parties named to the action

together with the cross-complaint.

There are a number of ways to resolve civil disputes without having to sue
someone. These alternatives to a lawsuit are known as alternative dispute

resolution (ADR).

In ADR, trained, impartial persons decide disputes or help parties decide disputes

themselves. These persons are called neutrals. For example, in mediations, the

neutral is the mediator. Neutrals normally are chosen by the disputing parties or by

the court. Neutrals can help resolve disputes without having to go to court.

LAADR005 (Rev. 03/17)
LASC Adopted 10-03
Cal. Rules of Court, rule 3.221



Advantages of ADR

●  Often faster than going to trial

●  Often less expensive, saving the litigants court costs, attorney's fees and expert fees.

♦ May permit more participation, allowing parties to have more control over the outcome.

●  Allows for flexibility in choice of ADR processes and resoiution of the dispute.

●  Fosters cooperation by allowing parties to work together with the neutral to resolve the dispute and
mutually agree to remedy.

●  There are fewer, If any, court appearances. Because ADR can be faster and save money, it can reduce
stress.

Disadvantages of ADR - ADR may not be suitable for every dispute.

●  If ADR is binding, the parties normally give up most court protections, including a decision by a judge or
jury under formal rules of evidence and procedure, and review for legal error by an appellate court.

●  ADR may not be effective if it takes place before the parties have sufficient information to resolve the
dispute.

●  The neutral may charge a fee for his or her services.

●  If the dispute is not resolved through ADR, the parties may then have to face the usual and traditional

costs of trial, such as attorney's fees and expert fees.

The Most Common Types of ADR

●  Mediation

In mediation, a neutral (the mediator) assists the parties in reaching a mutually acceptable resolution

of their dispute. Unlike lawsuits or some other types of ADR, the parties, rather than the mediator,

decide how the dispute is to be resolved.

■ Mediation is particularly effective when the parties have a continuing relationship, like

neighbors or business people. Mediation is also very effective where personal feelings are

getting in the way of a resolution. This is because mediation normally gives the parties a chance

to express their feelings and find out how the other sees things.

■  Mediation may not be effective when one party is unwilling to cooperate or compromise or
when one of the parties has a significant advantage In power over the other. Therefore, it may
not be a good choice if the parties have a history of abuse or victimization.

LAADR 005 (Rev. 03/17)
LASC Adopted 10-03
Cal. Rules of Court, rule 3.221
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■  Arbitration

In arbitration, a neutral person called an "arbitrator" hears arguments and evidence from each

side and then decides the outcome of the dispute. Arbitration Is typically less formal than a
trial, and the rules of evidence may be relaxed. Arbitration may be either "binding" or
binding." Binding arbitration means the parties waive their right to a trial and agree to accept
the arbitrator's decision as final. Non-binding arbitration means that the parties are free to
request a trial if they reject the arbitrator's decision.

non-

Arbitration is best for cases where the parties want another person to decide the outcome of
their dispute for them but would like to avoid the formality, time, and expense of a trial. It may
also be appropriate for complex matters where the parties want a decision-maker who has
training or experience in the subject matter of the dispute.

■ Mandatory Settlement Conference (MSC)

Settlement Conferences are appropriate in any case where settlement is an option.

Mandatory Settlement Conferences are ordered by the Court and are often held near the date

a case is set for trial. The parties and their attorneys meet with a judge who devotes his or her

time exclusively to preside over the MSC. The judge does not make a decision in the case but
assists the parties in evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of the case and in negotiating a
settlement.

The Los Angeles Superior Court Mandatory Settlement Conference (MSC) program is free of
charge and staffed by experienced sitting civil judges who devote their time exclusively to
presiding over MSCs. The judges participating in the judicial MSC program and their locations
are identified in the List of Settlement Officers found on the Los Angeles Superior Court website
at http://www.lacourt.org/. This program is available in general jurisdiction cases with

represented parties from independent calendar (1C) and Central Civil West (CCW) courtrooms.
In addition, on an ad hoc basis, personal injury cases may be referred to the program on the
eve of trial by the personal injury master calendar courts in the Stanley Mosk Courthouse or the
asbestos calendar court in CCW.

In order to access the Los Angeles Superior Court MSC Program the judge in the 1C courtroom,
the CCW Courtroom or the personal injury master calendar courtroom must refer the parties to
the program. Further, all parties must complete the Information requested in the Settlement
Conference Intake Form and email the completed form to mscdeptl8@lacourt.org.

i)
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Additional Information

To locate a dispute resolution program or neutral in your community:

●  Contact the California Department of Consumer Affairs (www.dca.ca.gov) Consumer Information

Center toll free at 800-952-5210, or;

●  Contact the local bar association (http://www.lacba.org/) or;

●  Look in a telephone directory or search online for "mediators; or "arbitrators."

There may be a charge for services provided by private arbitrators and mediators.

A list of approved State Bar Approved Mandatory Fee Arbitration programs is available at
http://calbar.ca.gOv/Attornevs/MemberService5/FeeArbitration/ApprovedPrograms.asDX#19

To request information about, or assistance with, dispute resolution, call the number listed below. Or you may
call a Contract Provider agency directly. A list of current Contract Provider agencies in Los Angeles County Is
available at the link below.

http://css.lacountv.gov/programs/dispute-resolution-program-drp/

County of Los Angeles Dispute Resolution Program

3175 West 6th Street, Room 406

Los Angeles, CA 90020-1798

TEL: (213) 738-2621

FAX: (213) 386-3995

!
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